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Clare Champion 2nd May 1964.
TALKING POINT.

QUILTY’S EFFORT TO RISE TO FORMER IMPORTANCE.

By The Phoenix.

QUILTY, once a thriving little fishing port on the West Clare coast, is awakening from a long sleep of neglect and inac​tivity, and if the plans being made for its development go ahead satisfactorily the place may once again become a hive of industry as well as a place to attract tourists.

Mr. Martin Bourke, Hon. Sec. of the Quilty Improvemmts Com​mittee, which has been in opera​tion for three or four years, believes there is a big future both for the village and the coastline stretching down as far as Doon​beg. When the local improve​ments' committee was first started in Quilty, their main work was in getting turf banks divided among local applicants but now the target is set for the development of Quilty village; its fisheries and the attractions the area has to offer to tourists. Mr. Burke vividly recalls the time that Quilty was one of the lead​ing sea fishing ports along the West coast. In those busy times three curing stations were kept in full swing from September until the following May or June, with a staff of fifty or sixty local workers. "Fishing was con​stantly going on here at that time and there were over forty currachs, each with three-man crews, landing fish at the pier every day", says Martin Burke, who still hopes to see his beloved pier and fishing grounds once again bringing prosperity to an area which shows all the signs of neglect.

In the busy days of long ago the fish cured in Quilty were barrelled and exported to the U.S. and Britain; both home and British curer having headquar​ters near the present deserted quay. Practically all the fish caught by the Quilty currach fleet was railed on the old narrow gauge line to Ennis and from there carried onto ports on the East coast for export. It was then a regular morning sight to see hundreds of boxes of fresh fish being dispatched to the Billings​gate market in England from this little West Clare port. As well as that, about fifty hawkers or "joulters" as they were called in the Miltown area, made a living by selling Quilty-caught fish throughout the countryside.

THE GREATEST
GLUTS

THE GREATEST
GLUTS

Looking back on those great days, Mr. Burke says that the greatest gluts of fish in the bay which meant, and still means so much to this area, were there in 1917 and 1918. A local canoe or currach often landed five or six thousand fish after a visit to the nearby bay. About nine, 70-yard long pieces of netting were used by every three-man currach to take full advantage of the great sea harvest off Quilty in those great years. It was not unusual for a currach to make several voyages a day to the fishery groundsto bring in their haul because the place was teeming with fish.
The story of how all this activity dwindled and how Quilty suffered as a result is not easy to be found, but Mr. Burke's answer to the problem is that nearly all the old curach men died and there was no encouragement given to theyoung men of the village and district around to follow up the tradition of making a living from the sea.

"Now we are trying to en​courage owners of modern fishing boats to base their craft at Quilty pier and bring back some of the thriving fishing industry to the area", Mr. Burke told me. At present, he pointed out, there is only one small 17-foot long motor boat, with a beam of seven feet, fishing here, and only half a dozen currachs which are prin​cipally engaged on Iobster fishing.

WIDE VARIETY

However, Seafield bay is noted for lobsters and those engaged in catching them are doing fairly well. The real solution to Quilty's downfall would be to develop the fishing on up-to-date lines. Some young fishermen have shown en​thusiasm to help in the much longed for revival of the work of going down to the sea and ex​ploiting its great potentialities for the benefit of the district in which they live. These young men, without any outside help, have bought outboard engines and fitted them to the frail cur​rachs which make up this small port's present fishing fleet. They use the outboard engines to get quickly to and from the fishing grounds, but the oars are still used while the actual fishing goes on.

DREDGING NEEDED

DREDGING NEEDED

Pointing to the pier„ Mr. Burke said it was silted up and needed dredging so obviously that a 33-foot long, six ton yacht, con​verted from a small trawler brought here from Cahirciveen, on the Kerry coast, had to be dug out from its moorings in the har​bour in order to be floated in a Spring tide. This little yacht, still named "Pride of Kerry" since its fishing days, is so diffi​cult to refloat at times that one wonders why Quilty is being left neglected. This little harbour must be dredged if fishing is to go on there anymore on a worth​while commercial basis, and as Martin Burke comments "It is a nuisance here when we cannot get larger fishing boats in because of the state of the harbour” and, he added, “the position can be rectified through more cooperation and help from those in a position to do so”
Repair of the once busy pier, where even small ships brought cargoes of anything up to 300 tons forty or fifty years ago, are  now needed. If proper facilities  are made available to the youth of the area and they are enticed to stay at home and fish, the development committee believe there is a great future for the fishing industry here. One young native of Quilty, John Joe Murrihy, aged about 25 years, who was working in England, has come back to help in the revival of the fishing in​dustry and has equipped his cur​rach with an outboard engine. The development committee are now planning to organise a sea fishing competition at Quilty this Summer and they want boats for this event which may help to further the claims of the port to be developed. "It is a great sea fishing centre but the pier must be put in proper con​dition", Mr. Burke said. With a lifelong knowledge of the bay which once brought much pros​perity to the village, Mr. Burke will tell you that there are un​limited supplies of fish available including lobster, mackerel, her​ring, crayfish, coddling, plaice, etc., and all that is wanted to develop this lucrative industry locally is the provision of prop​erly equipped modern boats or small trawlers; the repair of the quay and the installation of up-to-date intake equipment and dis​tribution arrangements.

NEAR MUTTON
ISLAND

Strange as it may seem, French and Spanish trawlers fish the Atlantic close into Quilty at night time, and take away hauls, particularly of cray fish, from the other side of Mutton Island, but they do not come near the shores. This is all going on while Quilty loses its fishermen and an in​dustry, which, if developed, could make the place boom again. Thirty-feet-long trawlers and other fishing craft would be the type suitable here—vessels with a draught of about six feet. While the local development committee are trying to get some of this type of boat, another interested group aims to get Kerry trawlers to fish from the pier. The Quilty men, however, are pinning their hopes on the provision of a small fleet of their own. "Given the opportunity our fishermen are bound to succeed,' Mr. Burke says.  His committee want the road to the pier and beach--in a bad state now—improved. This nine miles long beach stretches almost to Doonbeg and is becom​ing a favourite haunt for visitors. All the members of the develop​ment committee are endeavour​ing to make Quilty a better place to live in, both as a fishing and as a tourist centre.

TAILPIECE—In the old days when the fish curing stations at the Quilty pier were in full swing, sea water used in the processing was pumped from a rock enclosed shoreside “reservoir” to the curing plants by “windmill power”.
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